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South Carolina

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics1

 Population: 4,107,183 (2002 Census estimate); 4,012,012 (2000 Census)
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 66.1% white; 29.4% black/African American; 0.3%

American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.9% Asian; 0.1% some other race; 0.8% two or
more races; 2.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

Politics
 Governor: Mark Sanford2

 Lieutenant Governor: R. Andre Bauer3

 Secretary of State: Mark Hammond4

 Attorney General: Henry McMaster5

 U.S. Senators: Ernest Hollings (D); Lindsey Graham (R)6

 U.S. Representatives: Henry Brown, Jr. (R); James Clyburn (D); Jim DeMint (R); J.
Gresham Barrett (R); John Spratt, Jr. (D); Joe Wilson (R)7

 Capital: Columbia8

Programs/Initiatives
 Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services (DAODAS)9

The South Carolina DAODAS is responsible for advising the executive branch of
state, the General Assembly and other state agencies regarding alcohol and other drug
abuse issues. The department's mission is to ensure the provision of quality services
to prevent or reduce the negative consequences of substance use and addictions.

Federal Funding
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in South Carolina:10

• FY 2003:
 $99,984 to Community Roundtable of Irmo, Dutch Fork, and Chapin,

Ballentine
 $100,000 to Greenville Family Partnership, Greenville
 $99,692 to Spartanburg Youth Council, Spartanburg

• FY 2002: no South Carolina grantees
• FY 2001:

 $99,425 to the Clemson University/South Sumter Citizen’s Committee,
Clemson

 $97,787 to Children’s Council of Lancaster County Prevention Coalition,
Lancaster

• FY 2000: no South Carolina grantees
• FY 1999:

 $99,145 to the Lexington/Richland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council,
Columbia



 Executive Office for Weed and Seed11

There are 4 sites in South Carolina that have received Federal funding and official
recognition as Weed and Seed sites: Charleston, Florence, North Charleston, and
Spartanburg.

 FY 2002/2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Formula
and Discretionary Grant Allotments Summary for South Carolina:12

• Formula Funding: $27,005,162
 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant: $20,661,633
 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant: $5,586,529
 Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH): $357,000
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant: $400,000

• Discretionary Funding: $6,294,819
 Mental Health: $1,477,027
 Substance Prevention: $2,918,649
 Substance Abuse Treatment: $1,899,163

• Total Mental Health Funds: $7,820,556
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $25,479,445
• Total Funds for South Carolina: $33,300,001

 FY 2003 Drug Court grant amount awarded to South Carolina:13

• $499,757 to Florence County (for a juvenile drug court program)
 FY 2003 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to South Carolina:

$7,119,95214

 There were no South Carolina recipients of the FY 2003 Prescription Drug
Monitoring Program.15

 There were no South Carolina recipients of the FY 2003 Indian Alcohol and
Substance Abuse Program.16

 FY 1996-2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners Formula
Grant amounts allocated to South Carolina:
• FY 1996: $437,66717

• FY 1997: $534,78918

• FY 1998: $1,114,96019

• FY 1999: $1,068,00320

• FY 2000: $1,062,69221

• FY 2001: $1,037,67322

• FY 2002: $1,145,72323

• FY 2003: $1,074,75924

 FY 2002 Methamphetamine Grant amount awarded to South Carolina by the Office
of Community Oriented Policing Services:25

• $222,222 to the Town of Lexington
 FY 2001 Federally-Assisted Low Income Housing Drug Elimination grant amounts

received in South Carolina:26

• $123,952 to St. Stephens U.M. Apartments, Dillon
• $125,000 to Crestwood Forest Apartments, Greenville
• $125,000 to Oakland Place, Greer
• $125,000 to Swift Creek Apartments, Hartsville



Crime and Drug-Related Crime
 In 2002, there were 218,016 crime index offenses known to police in South

Carolina.27

Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, South Carolina, 2000-2002
Offense 2000 2001 2002
Murder 297 320 303
Rape 1,688 1,764 2,016
Robbery 6,134 5,961 5,914
Aggravated assault 24,991 24,855 26,110
Breaking or entering 39,406 41,453 42,829
Larceny 124,832 125,443 124,059
Motor vehicle theft 15,455 16,497 16,785
Total 212,803 216,293 218,016

 During 2002, there were 27,446 adult drug arrests in South Carolina.28

Number of Adult Drug Arrests, South Carolina, 1998-2002*
1998 1999 2000 2002

Cocaine/crack 8,094 7,378 6,958 6,807
Marijuana/hashish 14,482 16,787 17,141 16,210
Total adult drug arrests 25,190 26,654 27,114 27,446
* 2001 data are not available

Drugs
 Cocaine

Cocaine is the most serious threat to the state, especially crack cocaine, because its
abuse and distribution are associated with violent crimes.29

 Heroin
Heroin is considered to be a low threat to the state. Abuse and availability are
concentrated in urban and coastal areas.30

 Marijuana
Marijuana is the most readily available drug and is commonly abused. It is considered
a less serious threat because it is less associated with violent crimes.31

 Methamphetamine
There is growing abuse and availability of methamphetamine in the coastal centers of
the state, particularly in the Myrtle Beach area.32

 Club Drugs
There has been a recent significant increase in ecstasy distribution throughout the
state.33

 Other Drugs
The availability and abuse of diverted pharmaceuticals are increasing threats to the
state.34

 Of those South Carolina adults surveyed between 2001-2002, 22.5% reported the use
of marijuana within their lifetime.35



Substance Use Among Adult Population, South Carolina, 2001-2002
Lifetime Past 12 Months Past 30 Days

Alcohol 80.7% 51.0% 37.0%
Marijuana 22.5 4.9 2.6
Cocaine/Crack 5.9 0.8 0.3
Hallucinogens 3.9 0.6 0.2
Stimulants 3.5 0.4 0.1
Sedatives 2.3 0.5 0.1
Inhalants 0.9 0.1 0.0
Heroin 0.8 0.2 0.1

Juveniles
 During 2002, there were 1,328 juvenile drug arrests in South Carolina.36

Number of Juvenile Drug Arrests, South Carolina, 1998-2002*
1998 1999 2000 2002

Cocaine/crack 408 280 211 206
Marijuana/hashish 1,279 1,319 1,247 976
Total juvenile drug arrests 1,771 1,743 1,615 1,328
* 2001 data are not available

 During 2001, 41.3% of South Carolina high school students reported lifetime
marijuana use.37

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, South Carolina, 2001
Male Female Total

Lifetime marijuana use 35.8 47.0 41.3
Current marijuana use 20.0 27.8 23.9
Lifetime cocaine use 5.7 7.7 6.8
Current cocaine use 1.9 3.4 2.7
Lifetime inhalant use 12.4 12.1 12.3
Current inhalant use 4.0 4.6 4.3
Lifetime heroin use 2.1 3.9 3.0
Lifetime methamphetamine use 6.4 8.7 7.6
Lifetime illegal steroid use 3.1 6.7 4.9
Lifetime injecting of illegal drug use 1.2 3.2 2.2

 Of the South Carolina students surveyed in grades 6-12 between 2001-2002, 30.7%
used an illicit drug in their lifetime, and 17.9% used an illicit drug within the past 30
days.38

 Nineteen percent of South Carolina 8th graders surveyed between 2001-2002 reported
lifetime marijuana use.39



Percent of Youths Reporting Drug Use, Grades 6-8, South Carolina, 2001-2002
Grade 6

 Lifetime      30 Day
Grade 7

 Lifetime     30 Day
Grade 8

Lifetime      30 Day
Any alcohol 31.4% 13.7% 42.4% 20.1% 53.5% 27.7%
Any illicit drug 12.3 6.3 18.6 10.6 26.8 15.7
Marijuana 5.0 3.3 11.0 7.1 19.0 11.9
Cocaine (any form) 1.5 0.7 2.1 1.0 2.8 1.1
Inhalants 4.2 1.3 5.3 1.6 6.6 2.1
Any club drug 4.0 1.5 5.9 2.5 8.0 3.4
Ecstasy 1.4 0.6 2.3 1.1 3.9 1.7
Ice (crystal meth) 1.4 0.6 2.2 0.9 2.5 1.1
Any hallucinogen 3.2 1.3 5.1 2.3 7.4 3.3
OxyContin w/o Rx 0.9 0.4 1.3 0.6 1.8 0.9
Heroin 1.3 0.5 1.7 0.7 2.0 0.8

 Between 2001-2002, 47.5% of South Carolina 12th graders reported using an illicit
drug during their lifetime.40

Percent of Youths Reporting Drug Use, Grades 9-12, South Carolina, 2001-2002
Grade 9

Life.     30 Day
Grade 10

  Life.    30 Day
Grade 11

  Life.    30 Day
Grade 12

  Life.    30 Day
Any alcohol 63.4% 35.9% 69.4% 39.2% 72.7% 43.0% 75.5% 44.0%
Any illicit drug 35.6 22.3 40.8 24.5 44.6 25.8 47.5 26.2
Marijuana 29.5 18.8 36.0 21.0 40.1 22.0 43.8 21.6
Cocaine 4.4 1.7 4.8 1.8 5.2 1.9 5.9 2.3
Inhalants 6.9 1.9 6.4 1.6 6.0 1.2 6.1 1.2
Any club drug 10.5 4.5 11.2 4.1 11.4 4.0 12.0 3.9
Ecstasy 5.8 2.5 6.9 2.5 7.4 2.6 8.2 2.8
Ice (crystal meth) 3.0 1.2 2.8 1.1 2.6 1.0 2.9 1.0
Any hallucinogen 10.3 4.7 11.3 4.4 11.4 4.1 12.3 4.0
OxyContin w/o Rx 3.3 1.6 3.9 1.8 3.6 1.6 4.2 1.6
Heroin 2.0 0.8 1.8 0.7 1.6 0.6 1.8 0.6

Enforcement
 As of October 31, 2002, there were 12,128 full time law enforcement personnel in

South Carolina (8,787 officers and 3,341 civilians).41

Trafficking and Seizures
 New York City is the source area for most of the heroin available in South Carolina.42

 African American criminal groups and street gangs are the primary transporters,
wholesale distributors and retail distributors of cocaine in South Carolina.43

 Most of the marijuana available in South Carolina is produced in Mexico and
trafficked into the area by Mexican criminal groups. Small amounts of marijuana are
produced locally by independent Caucasian dealers who also abuse the drug. Most



marijuana produced in South Carolina is cultivated outdoors, although indoor
cultivation is increasing due to the prolonged drought in the area.44

 Most of the methamphetamine available in South Carolina is produced by Mexican
criminal groups in Mexico, California, and other southwest states, although instate
production is increasing.45

 Heroin is mainly trafficked and distributed in wholesale quantities by Dominican
criminal groups and African American local independent dealer and street gangs.
Retail sales are controlled by African American street gangs and local independent
dealers.46

 In the second quarter of FY 2003, there were 32 clandestine laboratory seizures in
South Carolina. State and local agencies as well as the DEA made these seizures.47

 During 2002, Federal agencies seized 137.3 kilograms of cocaine in South Carolina.48

Federal Drug Seizures, South Carolina, 2002
Drug Amount Seized
Cocaine 137.3 kilograms
Marijuana 544.8 kilograms
Methamphetamine 2.6 kilograms
Heroin 4.4 kilograms

 In 2002, authorities eradicated and seized 27,013 cultivated marijuana plants in South
Carolina under the DEA Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.49

Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, South Carolina, 2002
Outdoor Operations

                             Cultivated
        Plots                Plants
   Eradicated       Eradicated

Indoor Operations

Grows                Plants
      Seized            Eradicated

Total
Cultivated

Plants
Eradicated

118 26,549 9 464 27,013

Courts
 Drug Courts50

As of September 2003, there were 7 drug courts in South Carolina that have been in
existence for more than 2 years, 10 that were recently implemented, and 13 that were
being planned.

 In FY 2001, 40.4% of the Federally sentenced defendants in South Carolina commit-
ted a drug offense. More than half of the drug offenses involved crack cocaine.51

Federally Sentenced Drug Defendants, South Carolina, FY 2001
Drug Type # of Offenses % of Total Drug Offenses
Crack cocaine 183 56.8%
Marijuana 55 17.1
Powder cocaine 51 15.8
Heroin 18 5.6
Methamphetamine 4 1.2
Other 11 3.4



Corrections
 On June 30, 2003, there were 23,992 inmates under the jurisdiction of the South

Carolina Department of Corrections.52

 As of December 15, 2002, 54% of the South Carolina inmates (12,364 inmates) were
chemically dependent.53

 On October 15, 2002, there were 6,493 South Carolina inmates who committed drug
offenses, representing 28.6% of the total inmates at that time.54

 Of the 33,476 offenders under active supervision of the South Carolina Department of
Probation, Parole and Pardon Services on June 30, 2003, 27,195 were on probation,
2,877 were on parole, and 2,103 were on Youthful Offender Act supervision.55

Treatment
 During 2002, there were 29,443 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in South

Carolina.56 This is down from 31,558 treatment admissions in 2001.57 During 2000,
there were 28,773 admissions to treatment in South Carolina.58

Admissions to Treatment, by Primary Drug of Abuse, South Carolina, 2000-2002

Drug Type
2000

#             %
2001

#              %
2002

#              %
Alcohol only 12,433 43.2% 12,694 40.2% 11,243 38.2%
Alc. w/ second. drug 3,922 13.6 4,100 13.0 3,872 13.2
Cocaine – smoked 2,852 9.9 3,295 10.4 2,924 9.9
Cocaine – other route 656 2.3 709 2.2 739 2.5
Marijuana 4,028 14.0 4,726 15.0 4,577 15.5
Heroin 348 1.2 409 1.3 439 1.5
Other opiates 448 1.6 821 2.6 939 3.2
PCP -- 0.0 2 0.0 1 0.0
Hallucinogens 21 0.1 36 0.1 29 0.1
Amphetamines 118 0.4 164 0.5 233 0.8
Other stimulants 13 0.0 13 0.0 6 0.0
Tranquilizers 74 0.3 91 0.3 98 0.3
Sedatives 107 0.4 126 0.4 105 0.4
Inhalants 22 0.1 29 0.1 35 0.1
Other/none specified 3,731 13.0 4,343 13.8 4,203 14.3
Total 28,773 100.0 31,558 100.0 29,443 100.0

 Of the South Carolina citizens surveyed between 2001-2002, 9.2% were diagnosed
with lifetime dependence or abuse and 5.7% were in need of treatment for alcohol
and/or other substances.59



Diagnosis Dependence or Abuse/Current Need for Treatment, South Carolina, 2001-2002
Lifetime Diagnosis Current Need for Treatment

Alcohol 7.1 4.7
Marijuana 3.2 1.3
Cocaine/Crack 1.1 0.6
Hallucinogens 0.4 0.1
Stimulants 0.6 0.2
Sedatives 0.3 0.1
Inhalants 0.1 0.1
Heroin 0.2 0.1
Any substance 9.2 5.7
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